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Message from the West Coast GSSC Executive Board
 
On behalf of the members of the West Coast German Shepherd SC, we wish all the 
delegates and corporate sponsors a warm and heart felt welcome. We sincerely 
hope you will enjoy your time here at the WCGSSC. We expect that you will make 
new friends and leave with great memories, new ideas and an increased passion 
and excitement for the sport and the German Shepherd Dog.
 
This event is special to us here in the WCGSSC because it highlights the tradition 
of contributing to the dog sport that was passed on to us by some very special 
people. It is our way to honour all of those who encouraged us, taught us, promoted 
us and who donated their precious time and knowledge to help us understand the 
beauty of the sport and the German Shepherd dog. They did it for the love of the 
sport, and for the camaraderie that it brings, without reservation and without a price. 
To continue that tradition we in the West Coast GSSC all donate our valuable time 
from our work, our families and our training to host this event without fees annually. 
 
The members of the West Coast club believe strongly in the tradition of freely 
sharing their training with others who are interested in improving the sport and the 
way the sport is presented and perceived. We believe that sharing our success and 
knowledge will encourage others and promote a positive perception of the training, 
competing and breeding of working dogs. We do it to preserve the true heart of the 
sport.
 
From these past events, in 2011 West Coast donated funds for specialty K9 
equipment and a member of the cub donated a “Rotkaeppchen” puppy from some 
of the very best working bloodlines in Canada, to the Vancouver PD Dog Squad.
 
We continue our campaign to raise funds from our activities to donate safety 
equipment and a young German Shepherd dog to a police K9 unit in BC. A portion 
of the proceeds from every West Coast GSSC event will go  towards this objective.
 
We warmly welcome and extend a big thank you to all the business partners that 
have stepped up to support the event. Our support and promotion of their products 
and businesses ensures a strong and continued relationship in the future.
 
Lance Collins
 
President
West Coast German Shepherd SC
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Maik vom Grebendorfer Huttchen 
A super young up-and-coming male:

DO
G

 TR

AINING CEN
TER

KEB E R N IK

Korung translation: Large, strong, substantial male. In good condition, with very 
good expression, strong head, normal wither, straight back, croup slightly steep, 
should be longer, very good front and under-chest, upper arm should be more 
angled, very good rear angulation, correct front, moves straight front and rear, 
with very powerful rear drive, shows good front reach. TSB pronounced. Does 
out.

Sire: Hutch vom dunklen Zwinger SchH3
Dam: Indra vom Braunschweiger Wappen SchH2
 

SG KK1 Sch2
HD ED normal ZW 76
Dob 2-2-2009





TRACKING 
 
What is a track?  A track is a distinctive 
scent made by the disturbance created as 
contact is made, by someone or 
something traveling across the surface of 
the ground.
 
What causes the distinct scent? The 
compression of the soil & vegetation by 
the weight of the tracklayer at the point of 
contact with the ground by the foot causes 
a disturbance in the terrain. The transfer of 
scent from the tracklayer’s footwear 
causes a change. The disturbance of 
insects, microbes, etc at the point of 
contact, by compression also causes a 
change from the surrounding (neutral) 
terrain. 
 

PROPERTIES OF SCENT
Scent has properties more like smoke and 
is susceptible to the same influences so 
the method of collecting or gathering scent 
information is different than the process 
used to gather light. Particles of scent, act 
much like a bunch of free floating balloons 
or the smoke from a campfire in that they 
can be carried on the wind, great 
distances from the source. 
 
Scent dissipates over time and becomes 
diluted the farther away from the source it 
gets. It can be diluted by weather 
conditions such as rain or intense sunlight. 
It emanates from the source and then is 
accessible only when the nose comes in 
direct contact with the particles of scent. 
When the movement of air is strong, scent 
from a fixed source is not present or 
available to be detected on the upwind 
side of the source. Scent does not come 
directly to the dog's nose unless the wind 

is favorable, bringing it. The dog must go 
to the scent and make contact. That then 
becomes the objective of tracking.
 
The impact from the track-layer's foot 
causes the area to be dramatically 
different in scent than the undisturbed 
area where the foot did not make contact. 
The impact point is fixed in place and 
while the scent emanating from that point 
can also be disturbed by the wind, the 
strongest source of scent remains at the 
contact point and can be readily identified 
by the dog despite the influences of wind.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Accuracy is a critical factor in competition. 
With the tendency for particles of scent to 
be carried off in the air by a breeze or 
wind, our training is based on the premise 
that the point of impact of the track layer’s 
foot is the only realistic option for 
achieving consistently high results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRACKING 
 
"If the dog has a great training track with 
no difficulty and no stress it is probable 
that it did not learn anything" 
 
Tracking philosophy
Every training track must have a purpose. 
That purpose is to have the dog come away 
with more understanding then it started with. 
 
A well thought out track is the best training 
tool available to the handler. Strategically 
laid, the track prompts the dog to utilize its 
inherent talent to its full potential. 
 
Developing and refining the dog's tracking 
technique by cultivating a calm, intense, 
methodical work behavior from the outset will 
reduce the handler's workload dramatically 
and make the progress in tracking 
significantly more continuous and problem 
free. 
 
The handler must have faith in the dog's 
inherent ability to track and allow that ability 
to grow uninhibitedly.
 
Strategic track laying:
The track itself needs to be laid in terrain 
where the track is not visible to the dog. 
Although ideal for the handler to be able to 
follow the track, visibility provides the dog 
with an opportunity to be successful by 
sighting the track, thereby lessening the 
dog's dependency on its nose. Visibility is to 
be avoided.
 
The severity or difficulty of the terrain must 
not be overwhelming. Ideally the initial 
exposure to tracking should be on terrain that 
has a short lush vegetation cover such as 

grass, clover, winter wheat etc. The 
cover provides a strong clear scent 
when stepped on and is sufficiently 
resilient to keep the disturbance 
virtually invisible to the eyes of the dog.
 
The direction of the track must not 
be predictable to the point that the dog 
does not have to search vigorously. A 
simple curve or series of curves is ideal 
for keeping the dog active with the nose 
and working slowly. Curves prevent the 
dog from assuming direction in later 
tracks, and being rewarded for that 
assumption. Curves are used from the 
very first track.
 
Simple curves also allow the handler 
the opportunity to work with a loose line 
reducing the effect of pulling hard that a 
tight line creates. (Opposite reflex 
response) 
 
With simple curves, handling the dog 
becomes a combination of observation 
and gentle manipulation of the leash. 
Allowing the dog to convince itself that 
access to rewards is totally dependent 
on its own ability to follow the track is 
relatively simple, provided the handler 
can relax and work calmly and quietly. 
 
Tracking begins well before arriving 
at the tracking field with careful 
thought and preparation. 
 
Preparation of the food, water, 
organizing the equipment and the dog 
has to be done in advance so that when 
you get to the field you are fully 
prepared to maximize your training 



moment. Be prepared before you start. 
 
With food as the primary motivator, 
feeding the trainee before going tracking 
will also be counter-productive. 
 
Preparing the dog to start tracking varies 
with the nature and character of the dog. 
High energy, hyperactive dogs need to be 
handled differently than calm and steady 
dogs. With a very young puppy the first 
tracks should be done with minimum 
distraction so the puppy can learn to 
concentrate on the task at hand as easily 
as possible. With that in mind selecting a 
field that is suitable includes the 
consideration of solitude, wind and ground 
cover. 
 
We begin first by laying the track and then 
returning to get the dog. Having the dog 
watch the laying of the track is not a 
constructive approach for every dog and 
needs to be considered only after specific 
problems have shown up in subsequent 
training situations. 
 
In order to key/cue the dog to the work at 
hand, we deliberately park our vehicle a 
good distance (300-400m) away from the 
start of the track. The walk allows the dog 
time to settle and relieve itself. It also 
prepares the dog for the task at hand by 
becoming a settling or calming exercise 
that tells the dog that tracking is at hand. 
Eight and nine week old puppies can be 
carried for most of the way but the walk 
should still be part of the preparation.
 
For the super-active, energetic, "trainee", 
the long walk to the track should bring 
very little in the way of interaction from the 

handler. A calm quiet walk that gives the 
dog little satisfaction will eventually lead 
into a calmer and quieter dog in this 
situation.
 
For the calm and quiet trainee, the handler 
can utilize the walk to the track to bring 
the dog into drive and start to develop 
cues that will motivate and energize the 
dog in preparation for the tracking work.
 
Training schedule
The process of developing and refining 
tracking skills is achieved primarily 
through repetition. The more tracking you 
do with the dog the better the dog 
becomes and the quicker it progresses. 
 
Tracking once a week is not a program. A 
minimum of 2-3 tracks a week is required 
to maintain a steady progress in skill and 
capabilities. More than 4 times a week is 
better for critical learning phases. 
 



The West Coast German Shepherd SC, 
represented by Jane Holowaty and 
Lance Collins, presented a cheque to the 
VPD Dog Squad for specialty safety 
equipment 
 
The West Coast German Shepherd SC 
is a non profit society located in Surrey 
BC dedicated to the  training, testing 
certification, breeding and responsible 
ownership of working German Shepherd 
dogs.
 
A portion of all the funds raised from 
West Coast GSSC activities throughout 
the year are used to support active 
service dogs.

 

West Coast GSSC thanks North 
West Tank Lines, and 
Dog Sport Gear as well as 
the many local businesses which 
support these fund raising activities.O
 
 
 
 
 
 

The people behind the people & dogs that serve & protect
 

VANCOUVER POLICE  
DOG SQUAD receives 
donation
 



A portion of the profits raised 
from all the activities of the West 
Coast German Shepherd SC go 
towards the acquisition and 
subsequent donation of two 
significant and valuable items to 
a police canine department in 
BC.

Safety equipment 
for 

Police Service Dogs
 

and a

German Shepherd 
 

Selected from 
quality working 

bloodlines
 

Thank you for your 
tremendous support in 
helping us reach our 
goal
 

2012 goal
 
$3000.00 

$1000.00

$1000 
currently

WEST COAST GERMAN SHEPHERD SC
fund raiser



West Coast German Shepherd 
Schutzhund Club supports 
working dogs
 
The West Coast German Shepherd 
Schutzhund club, through the substantial 
and generous support of its sponsors, has 
made the first of many donations to support 
police K9 units, by providing funds for 
protective equipment for police dogs. 
 
Below is some information on the club and 
how we support working dogs in the 
community.
 
The club & the sport
The West Coast German Shepherd 
Schutzhund club is a hobby club dedicated 
to high-level training of dogs in the sport of 
schutzhund, and the promotion of the 
German Shepherd as an all-round working 
dog. 
 
Schutzhund is the most difficult and complex 
of all dog sports and it is the temperament 
testing utilized by German Shepherd 
breeders. Schutzhund consists of high-level 
tasks in three different phases - tracking, 
obedience and protection. The goal of this 
complex and challenging program is to test 
and document the versatility, trainability and 
mental and physical fitness of the dog. 
Schutzhund is a testing process that 
provides a means of identifying dogs with 
desirable qualities for breeding. In addition, 
Schutzhund has developed into a worldwide 
competitive sport.
 
West Coast club members have represented 
Canada at the World Championships over 25 

times.
 
German Shepherds as working dogs
German shepherds serve as working 
dogs in a variety of functions such as 
police dogs, search and rescue dogs, 
military dogs, and detection dogs. The 
German Shepherd is the most popular 
working dog in the world due to its 
outstanding working temperament and 
abilities to work in all conditions from the 
desert to the arctic. These working 
characteristics have been maintained 
through the rigorous testing process of 
the schutzhund program. All German 
Shepherds of today trace their roots back 
through the sport of schutzhund and all 
police service German Shepherds of 
today come from the civilian schutzhund 
breed evaluation process. 
 
While actively engaging in the sport, the 
hobby enthusiasts are the people that 
have created the world-wide pool of 
thousands of German Shepherds that 
police, search and rescue, customs and 
military dogs have been drawn from for 
over 110 years. 
 
Schutzhund enthusiasts are the 
"people behind the people" who 
serve and protect us all.
 
A unique event - Invitational Workweek 
The West Coast club is also passionate 
about sharing and disseminating 
information on schutzhund training in 
order to maximize performances in the 
field for real life service dogs, as well as 
in the competitive sports arena (with a 

cont.



Barley Fish 
Photography

Daughter of renowned producer 
out of WUSV Champion 

Tom van't Leefdaalhof:
 

V Ellute von der Mohnwiese 
SCHH3 Kkl 1    2 X BSP, LGA, 

 
and

 
SG Pina vom Haus Salztalblick 

SchH3, FH1, Kkl 1
 

Daughter of Ellex vom Salztalblick, 
2005 Bundesleistungssieger 

 
 

Von Rotkaeppchen 
German Shepherds

Presents
 

Barley Fish 
Photography

 2011 Prairie Regional Siegerin
 

Connie Doan 
cedoan@uniserve.com
 

v Nadja Vom Schroeder Haus 
              Sch3 FH Kk1

mailto:cedoan@uniserve.com
mailto:cedoan@uniserve.com
mailto:cedoan@uniserve.com


view to Canada winning the World 
Championship in the future!). One of the 
ways that the West Coast club promotes 
knowledge and improvements in training is 
by hosting our Annual Invitational 
Workweek. 
 
This event started over 20 years ago, 
initially as a group of interested trainers 
gathering for a weekend to train and 
exchange knowledge. It now consists of 
detailed training demonstrations, coaching, 
workshops, theory discussions, and 
training development covering all aspects 
of the working German Shepherd. 
 
There is also a significant social aspect to 
this event where participants can get to 
know each other and exchange their views 
and experiences about the working dog 
from all over the world.
 
In recent years the West Coast Invitational 
Workweek has grown significantly in depth 
and comprehensiveness, thanks to the 
generosity of our sponsors. This event is 
now viewed by many people in the 
Canadian working German Shepherd 

community as one of the most significant 
activities of the year. Trainers and breeders 
from around North America and Europe 
attend to further the training, sport and work 
of the German Shepherd dog. 
 
Importantly, the generosity and support of 
our sponsors has enabled the West Coast 
club to hold this unique event without 
charging attendants for the information 
presented. This enables many different 
people, trainers and breeders to attend and 
participate and to take the knowledge back 
to their clubs and communities. 
 
Workweek sponsorship also culminated 
recently in the first donation to support 
police K9 units. This donation was to the 
Vancouver Police Dog Squad to purchase 
protective equipment for their dogs.  
 
Thank you
The significant contributions of our 
sponsors enables the West Coast club to 
continue to work to raise the level of 
training and knowledge about working 
dogs, and to directly support working dogs 
in the field.
 



HELPERS OF 
WORKWEEK 

PAST



Fully comprehending dog behaviour in 
detail is an essential element in 
developing and  implementing safe and 
humane training for both sport and service 
dogs.
 
The internationally recognized 
competitions for evaluating dogs with this 
ability to handle adversarial situations and 
remain in control of the handler is the 
basis for the selection of breeding 
temperament for working/service dogs. 
 
Fiction
Urban myth suggests that exposing dogs 
to protection training teaches and 
encourages dogs to bite. However the 
vast majority of unprovoked/unjustified 
bites are from untrained dogs, usually 
family pets. Pets that have never been 
trained in aggression and/or biting.
 
Fact
With education comes the understanding 
that the domestic dog has the genetic 
behaviors which define it as a predator. 
 
Predator means that all dogs have the 
potential to bite depending on how they 
perceive the situation. Only through 
proper training can the dog learn to 
recognize real risk.
 
Contrary to public opinion, properly 
training dogs in protection work does not 
teach them to bite. It teaches them not to 
bite with the exception of very clearly 

defined provocation and in a very specific 
way.
 
Testing and evaluating the responses of 
the dog when stimulated in 
protection/aggression scenarios identifies 
the various nerve steadiness qualities of 
that dog. 
 
Dogs that have issues with insecurity and 
are likely to bite from fear and that are 
fearful in normal daily situations are readily 
identified through this training and testing 
process. Their behaviours can be modified 
to make them safe but only if the owners 
are made aware of the risk and what to do 
about it.
 
 All dogs have the potential to bite (fight 
drive). How it is provoked determines if it is 
a constructive or a dangerous behavior.
 
Types of temperament
Offensive, confident and dominant dogs are 
ideal for general duty service dogs.
 
Defensive and slightly unsure dogs are 
ideal for guard and compound defense 
roles. They are easily stimulated by the 
unknown and provide excellent early 
warning alarms.
 
Steady and un-provokable dogs are ideal 
for detection work.

Evaluating and identifying dogs that can combine confidence, 
dominance and guide-ability/controllability in all situations requires 
training and testing before certification.



Why the grip/bite technique is 
considered so important
 
The dog’s bite is their ultimate weapon for 
hunting. This weapon is the prime 
element of intimidation for police service 
dogs. It is a significant use of force and 
needs to be handled appropriately. 
 
Teaching the dog to only use their bite 
appropriately is critically important in 
preserving the dog as an effective and 
safe asset to society.
 
The way the dog bites and then sustains 
the grip in various situations within the 
training, testing, and evaluation processes 
define the dogs nerve threshold. The 
behavior in the bite and grip highlights 
how it thinks and feels and what level and 
type of provocation will result in a bite 
response/action.
 
Training for the ideal technique
Every dog has pre-programed within its 
genetic computer numerous ways to fight 
or counter the strength of the hunted prey. 
Successfully countering that strength 
determines the primary technique 
selected for future use (shaking, pulling, 
re-biting, driving the bite in etc).
 
Genetic systems
One of the most noticeable physical traits 
of a dog is their teeth. If you look closely 
there are different shapes and sizes within 
the dog's mouth, all organized in a 
common way. Each group of teeth is 
different because it has very different and 
very specific purposes (like the blades in 
a swiss army knife). The ones at the front  

are long and curved for slashing and 
tearing. The ones at the back are short and 
wide, ridged and chisel like for crushing. 
 
The use of the teeth is hardwired into the 
dog’s brain and their use is implemented 
automatically, based on the information 
being received during the biting/gripping 
phase.
 
The selection of the best counter 
method is dictated by the behavior of 
the prey/helper. When the dog feels 
(through the bite), that the fight is still on 
and the quarry/helper is still strong, the dog 
will automatically adjust (slip) the grip to 
best counter that strength. 
 
Genetics dictate that the fighting and 
slashing teeth are the best weapons 
against those specific behaviors. Dogs do 
not think about it - it is instinctive and 
reactive. 
 
A grip that incorporates the teeth furthest in 
the rear can only be applied by the dog if it 
feels the victim has been suppressed by the 
power of the bite or “expects” that the 
quarry/helper will be suppressed by the 
bite. 
 
Training quarries/helpers are mostly 
responsible for the end biting and grip 
behavior of the dog. This makes their role 
far more complicated and critical to the trial 
performance than trial helpers.
 
There are a number of factors which 
influence the behavior of the dog while 
entering in to  the biting phase and during 
the gripping phase. Once the dog has 
engaged in the bite, the grip behaviour of 

Cont.



the dog is dictated by the behavior of the 
one being bitten (commonly known as a 
helper, agitator or quarry). 
 
With young and developing dogs, their 
choice of technique of a countering 
measure to overcome the helper is 
determined by their experience. Shaking, 
pulling, rebiting and every other behavior is  
determined by the helper rewarding or 
disregarding the dog’s efforts. 
 
Most club training helpers are taught that 
their job is to become very active with the 
dog after it bites the arm with the belief that 
the dog will learn to hang on. This activity is 
only possible because the sleeve artificially 
protects the helper from the pain. 
 
Because of this insulation from pain, 
training helpers often behave unnaturally 
when the dog is biting. They send the 
wrong message and the dog responds 
genetically to that message.
 
Top training helpers are able to convey the 
same bare arm bite response (acting) to the 
dog’s bite, through the sleeve. By doing 
this, they are able to convince the dog that 
the bite on the sleeve has the same effect 
as a bite on the bare arm. This produces a 
response that encourages the hard and full 
bite.
 
In the ideal protection training scenario 
the dog should be more in conflict 
before it bites (attack/threat) and the bite 
should cause the threat/conflict to 
subside not increase. 
 
The fundamental learning principle that 
applies is "dogs work willingly from 

stress into comfort and unwillingly 
from comfort into stress". 
 
If the helper's behavior while the dog is 
biting, is to begin, maintain or increase 
fighting and challenging, the dog will 
counter that activity by whatever means it 
can. It will continue to do so until the dog 
feels the strength of the helper begin to 
subside. 
 
If the bite brings the young dog more 
stress or conflict then it will have problems 
to settle in the grip and it will continue to 
try to find ways to cause the conflict to 
subside. This results in biting behavior 
that shows the conflict the dog feels. 
 
The primary role of the training helper 
is (should be) to initiate a fighting 
situation, and when the dog bites, ensure 
the dog experiences domination of the 
helper through the power of its bite. The 
training helper should lose power and 
strength in the arm when bitten.
 
Losing is communicated by the tension 
and strength in the arm lessening. With 
this response to biting, the dog will 
experience a reduction in conflict from the 
bite and the confidence in the bite will 
increase dramatically with each session. 
 
Confidence in the bite promotes a hard, 
calm and full bite. Less conflict means the 
back teeth are more likely to be initiated.
Training helpers should convince (acting) 
the young dog that each bite on the 
sleeve has the same effect as biting the 
bare arm and then the behavior of the dog 
while biting will change dramatically. 
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Prey drive a reactive behavior
 
Limited in bringing the dog to 
maximum drive
 
Loses intensity with familiarity 
and the age of the dog

Provoked by perceived or real 
risk
 
Promotes instant behavior
 
Promotes extreme drive with 
little attraction
 
 

Founded in natural hunting 
behavior
 
Balances surmountable risk 
with high reward
 
Promoted by positive 
experience
 

Dogs with high defense drive 
are ideal for guard or security 
work. 

Dogs with strong offensive 
drives are ideal for general duty 
Police Service Dogs



• In the protection phase the dog engages the helper with expectations of conflict and 
potential risk

• Bite ends conflict. The dog can then go from fight into prey
 

Bite comes at the highest conflict

out comes at lowest conflict

Prey

FightLevel 
of 
drive

Stimulation

Prime working zoneFight

Cycle of drives

 
Guarding

attack
bite/counter

guarding
 
 
Cycles through offensive fight & 
prey drive
 
Template for training 
 
Aligns offensive fight, prey and 
defensive fight drives with the 
appropriate provocation
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out comes at lowest conflict

Bite comes at the highest 
conflict in the moment of 
attack
 
Bite has profound effect on 
suppressing the level of 
conflict
 
“Out” comes easiest at lowest 
level of prime working drive 
and the lowest conflict 

Prey

Bite



 
HINDERING THE HELPER DURING THE 
ESCAPE AND PRESSURE PHASES.
The role of the dog while being pressured 
(driven and tested by stick pressure) has 
become blurred in recent years. The key 
qualification has been a full and calm grip 
and little or no credit is given for a dog 
that actually tries to stop the helper 
(hindering). 
 
It is important that we do not lose sight of 
the purpose and original intent of the 
exercise, that being to prevent the 
escape and to show the dog will not be 
driven away by physical contact. 
 
Dogs with a full grip that do not hinder 
must not be judged equal with a dog that 
energetically hinders with a hard grip. 
 
The training helper has complete 
influence over the hindering behavior 
of the dog. 
The helper who recognizes and rewards 
hindering behavior in training will produce 
finished work that includes strong 
hindering in both escape and pressure 
phases in competition.

 
There can be no hindering without opposite 
resistance and the most effective resistance 
against escaping (there is no conflict from 
an escaping prey) is pulling counter to the 
direction of the escape.
 
Hindering by pulling promotes hard and 
calm grips. The combined effect of 
hindering is an impressive and effective 
exercise that clearly demonstrates the 
actual purpose and intent of the exercise. 
 
Training the young dog to effectively hinder 
is a very deliberate process and must be 
implemented in every aspect of the training 
process. To promote effective hindering 
means the helper must be sensitive to the 
dog’s efforts and reward them. 
 
If the training helpers ignore the efforts of 
the young dogs to hinder then the result is a 
passive dog that goes along for the ride. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SG Cona vom Blickenberg 
SchH3  KK2
 
 
Sire:  Canto vom Haus Endrikat Sch3  
Dam:  Pashka von Gruenheide Sch3
 

2011 Team Canada,    Kiev Ukraine  
2011 Canadian GSD Championship, 3rd place
2011 Canadian GSD Championship High Tracking (97)
 
2011 Western Region Championship, 2nd place  (90,91,95)
2011 Western Region Championship, High Protection
 
 
       

Nancy Wong
(nancywong1@telus.net)
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Introducing the electronic training 
collar
 
The concepts of using the electronic collar 
(e-collar) are exactly the same as those 
used with any other form of avoidance 
training. Avoidance of undesirable 
behaviour is part of the proofing process 
and is important for ensuring the dog is 
under control under all circumstances. 
 
First and foremost the dog must be 
educated in turning off any discomfort by 
adjusting their behaviour - hopefully by 
adjusting it to the one carefully prepared 
motivationally in advance. This is critical 
and needs to be taught systematically.
 
To introduce the dog to the collar it is first 
used in conjunction with a
motivational scenario. That being a 
situation that the dog already is
familiar with under attraction or reward 
influence. E.g. "sitting" with food or toy 
influencing the dog to sit. The collar is set 
at such a low level that it is only aware 
that the collar is active. It is set at a
level that is usually not detectable by the 
handler as a starting point.
 
Once it is set it is then placed on the dog 
and tested to verify that the
dog is aware of it but not made uncertain. 
Slight eye flicker or ear flicker is the very 
maximum setting initially. The collar must 
be secured tight enough to ensure 
constant contact.
 
The motivational exercise is repeated and 
the "extremely low set" collar is activated 
on the command and maintained 
continuously during the execution of the 

exercise until the dog is compliant. This is 
not done to make the dog sit faster. It is 
done to make the dog aware that the 
collar is on and off with the command and 
with compliance. Manual guidance with a 
collar and leash can initially assist to 
show the dog how to turn off the 
stimulation. After repeated use over 
numerous training sessions it should be a 
familiar relationship. A variety of 
behaviours can be introduced in this 
manner.
 
Only after the dog has become familiar 
with the collar can it be used for 
behaviour modification under increasingly 
more complex situations. Once the dog is 
ready, the handler can then put the dog in 
a situation where there is some slight 
distractions or as an alternative without 
the stimulation or "luring" of the food or 
toy.
 
As an example, the sit command is given 
and with the distraction or the absence of 
the food lure the dog does not sit (i.e. not 
sitting is deliberately provoked). Then the 
collar is activated with the objective to 
cause the dog to avoid doing nothing with 
regards to sitting. Set at the normal level 
the collar can be gradually increased to a 
point where the discomfort causes the 
dog to change the undesirable behaviour. 
 
When the dog has been properly 
prepared, the dog will likely move to a sit 
whereby the collar is turned off and the 
dog is praised/rewarded. 
 
This compliant reaction to the collar is the 
key to using it for a correction (i.e. high 

Cont.





level stimulation) when the dog is fully 
prepared and understanding what is 
required but refusing to do it.
 
Once this compliance reaction is 
observed and demonstrated repeatedly 
in training, the level setting of the collar 
can be increased to a level whereby the 
dog would be very uncomfortable if it 
was activated. The collar is only then a 
viable "correction tool". Introducing the 
"correction" setting causes the dog to 
avoid the undesirable behaviour in 
advance of the stimulation, thereby 
avoiding the correction and achieving a 
reward. 
 
All levels of stimulation are 
determined by the dog’s responses.
 
 

Quick Books   
1707, 246 Stewart Green SW Calgary AB.

800-308-6658
 

Quick Books and Pet First Aid
 www.quickbookspublishing.com
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlotte Johnson
Memorial Award

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presented to the person(s) who 
contributes to the West Coast 
GSSC by the building of the 

club in spirit or by hand, 
always with a positive attitude, 
quietly encouraging others to 

do their best.
 
 
 
 
 

2011 Angela Craddock
2010 Nancy Wong
2009 Jane Holowaty
2008 Ros Jamieson
2007  Nick Doktor

 
Not always in the forefront,

but always in our hearts
 
 
 
 
 
 





SG Felix vom Metterursprung SchH III
Zendor Luscondai X  Prisca vom dunklen Zwinger
Linebred Fero vom Zeuterner Himmelreich,  Orry von Haus Antverpa
 

Contact Frank or Jeanne Novak
dragonhaus@syban.net
780 922-3955

Standing at Stud to Approved Females...

Speed Stability

 Power 



Conventional straight line track

Dog is off/beside the track and 
encouraged to move forward and to 
weave back on the track by the 
handler.
 
Allowing the dog to continue to 
move forward where there is no 
track promotes both pendling & 
pulling. 
 
Rewarding both techniques causes 
the dog to use this same process to 
work out corners

Secondary scent from primary scent

Track by track layer
Primary scent from point of contact with the ground

Fig 1

Many dogs have  learned to go 
straight ahead when off the track 
and will do the same at the 
corner.

The dog applies 
what it learns in 
straight tracks to 
solve corners

Precision Tracking & Corners
 
Excellence in tracking comes not so 
much from what a dog does when it is 
on the track but more in how it works 
to avoid going off the track and how it 
finds its way back when it has lost the 
track. 
 
The biggest difficulties for precision 
tracking are created early in the work 
and once the wrong techniques are 
established it is difficult to change the  
dog.
 
Recognizing that the track has 
stopped or has changed direction is 
not difficult for the dog. In fact it is 
quite obvious for the dog. 
 
What is not so clear for most dogs is 
what they should do about the track 
ending or changing direction. They will 
depend on whatever techniques they 
have been encouraged to use in the 
early introductions to tracking and for 
many that is where the problem lies.
 
Pulling, fast and hectic tempo, strong 
weaving and circling at the corners  
are products of handlers pressing the 
dogs to move forward and allowing 
weaving on straight line tracks. 
 
Straight line tracks loaded up with food 
encourage speed and the lack of 
concentration. 

CONCEPTS IN TRACKING



Dog is off/beside the track 
and encouraged to move 
forward and to pendl back on 
the track by the handler.
 

 
Most handlers are so encouraged by a 
dog that moves ahead with 
enthusiasm that they neglect to ensure 
the dog stay on the track. They are so 
pleased that the dog is still moving 
forward even though the dog may be 
beside the track that they follow along 
happily, even praising the dog for 
pendling its way back onto the track.
 
Unfortunately they are teaching the 
dog a technique that will make corners 
nearly impossible to work out 
effectively.
 
With this foundation, these dog are 
being conditioned to understand that 
being off the track at a corner is no 
different than being off on a straight 
leg. 
 
Off is off for them and the solution to 
get back on the track will be the one 
that they know from experience will 
work. 
 
That experience comes primarily from 
the straight line foundation work.

For the dog this is the same 
situation and it will try the same 
solution to get back to the track

Fig 2

Fig 3

Many dogs have  learned to go 
straight ahead when off the track 
and will do the same at the 
corner.
 





Haakon vom Morfelder Land
Sire: 

V Eyko vom Morfelder Land Sch3 
 

Dam: 
SG Chakira von den Caerosen 
Sch3 FH2

 
Line bred

3-3 Asko von der Lutter 
WUSV World Champion 

  SV Bundessieger 

bergblick@shaw.ca

Bergblick
German Shepherds

Rock solid nerves
Flawless & hard grip
Expressive 
Energetic

 



Teaching the motion sit 
In order to teach the sit from motion 
effectively there are some steps that the 
dog should already be capable of 
executing. First the dog must be able to 
sit quickly and quietly under extreme 
stimulation. At the West Coast club we 
do this on the post work while 
stimulating the dog with the tug. The 
second part is once the dog commits to 
sitting consistently the dog must be sure 
with it. 
We then start the sit out of motion 
slightly differently from what is done in 
most programs. The first step is to have 
the dog in the sit position on the field 
and the handler will begin by walking 
from several steps behind the dog past 
the dog giving the sit command. The 
handler walks in a straight line on the 
normal heeling side of the dog. This is 
done to get the dog accustomed to 
seeing the handler move past it and 
leave while it is in the sit position. We do 
this until we are sure the dog is solid 
with this. 
We then repeat this while holding one 
end of the 6ft leash while it is attached to 
the dog's normal collar. As we walk past 
the dog in the sit position we give the sit 
command and we put light forward 

tension in the leash, allowing it to slide 
through the hand as we pass the dog 
until we get to the end of the leash. his 
encourages the dog to fight against the 
forward tension to maintain its position. 
We stop walking at the end of the leash 
but continue the light tension for a 
moment, then go back and 
praise/reward the dog for remaining in 
the sit. (This is an extension of the 
proofing of the sit as it was originally 
taught, by pulling slightly with the 
leash).
The next stage is to do the sit from slow 
heeling, hesitating slightly at the sit 
command and applying light tension 
forward on the leash. When the dog sits 
we resume walking to the end of the 
leash but continue the light tension for 
a moment, then go back and 
praise/reward the dog for remaining in 
the sit. The dog may be hesitant at first 
but if the dog has a strong sit in 
extreme stimulation it should 
understand this very quickly.
The reward is always given or thrown to 
the dog while it is in the sit. As the 
reward gets to the dog, the dog is given 
the break command, freeing it to take 
the reward. The objective is to reward 
the dog while in the sit rather then after 
it comes out of the sit. 
 



DOB 27/12/2006 HD&ED normal ZW:72  No line breeding KK1 Show rating SG
Sch1 98/94/91-283SG Sch299/94/95-288V IPO3 96/95/95-286 Sch3 100/95/95-290V
Regional FCI Qualification winner with 99/97/98-294V

Belos has incredible drive with an extremely high ability to 
take pressure. This dynamic dog shows great speed as 
well as power in jumping.
 
Lineage:
Mike vom Weinbergblick, while standing at stud in 
Denmark, was used numerous times for breeding for the 
Swedish Military by Pierre Wahlstrom.
 
Cherokee von den Wolfen had extreme drive and was 
difficult to handle and was successfully used in Canada as 
a stud dog.
 
 
 Recommended for breeding:

8 littermates, of these:

6x HD/ED normal

1x HD near normal & ED 

normal
1 dog was not xrayed
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Belos vom PatscherkofelBelos vom Patscherkofel



2011 Kiev, Ukraine
Nancy Wong & Cona v Blickenberg
 
2010 Seville, Spain
Lance Collins & Zando v Cap Arkona
Ros Jamieson & Aris v. Lensenhaus
Gabi Hoffmann & Yoschy v. Steintal
 
2009 Krefeld, Germany
Ros Jamieson & Aris v. Lensenhaus
Gabi Hoffmann & Yoschy v. Steintal
Lance Collins & Zando v Cap Arkona 
(qualified)
Lance Collins - protection judge
 
2008 Cincinnati, USA
Gabi Hoffmann & Yoschy v. Steintal
Ros Jamieson & Aris v. Lensenhaus - 
alternate
 
2002 Steyr, Austria
Pat Brown-John & Dax v Malerhaus
 
2001 Maribor, Slovenia
Pat Brown-John & Dax v Malerhaus
 
2000 Wavre, Belgium
Wanda Rose & Gero v Korbeltal
Darryl Haringsma & Bure v Norbreeze
Lance Collins - tracking judge
 

1999    Baunatal, Germany
Wanda Rose & Gero v Korbeltal
 
1998 Boston, USA
Pat Brown-John & Basko v Korbeltal
Rita Mutcher & Igor v Floriansbrunnen
 
1997 Lucerne, Switzerland
Lance Collins & Dino v. Laichenbach
Pat Brown-John & Basko v Korbeltal
Rita Mutcher & Igor v Floriansbrunnen
 
1995 Budapest, Hungary
Rita Mutcher & Igor v Floriansbrunnen
 
1993 Nijmegen, Holland
Lance Collins & Dune v Bergblick
 
1992 Linz, Austria
Lance Collins & Dune v Bergblick
 
1991 Strasbourg, France
Pat Brown-John & Blista v Bergblick 
Lance Collins & Dune v Bergblick (qualified)
 
1989 Maribor, Slovenia
Lance Collins & Dune v Bergblick
 
1985 Budapest, Hungary
Lance Collins & Nova v Birkland
 
 

West Coast GSSC handlers /qualifiers / 
participants at WUSV World Championships
 

(8 different people, 13 different dogs, 26 times)

30+ Years of Quality & Service is our Trademark
TRADEMARK CUSTOM HOMES & RENOVATIONS
Leigh Grelish
Phone/Cell: 604-970-8800
3238-143 Street, Surrey. V4P 3M3
Email:  leigh@trademark.ca
 
 

30+
Years



Wendy Erickson
Owner/ Groomer

Phone: 604.459.1900

Cell: 604.762.6187

 
11190 Bonson Rd.

Pitt Meadows V3Y 2G1



SG Finn vom Metterursprung
                                ZW 70     HD & ED Normal

 
Devastating Speed  
 
Extreme Power & Conviction
 
Crushing Grip
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sire:   Zender vom Lusondai Sch3 (WUSV)
Dam:  Prisca vom Dunklen Zwinger Sch1
 

 
Bergblick 

German Shepherds

gchoffmann@shaw.ca



Back-tying for prey development is 
a complex and constructive training 
exercise that we utilize to create essential 
techniques and behaviors for future 
training. Back tying also allows the handler 
to work with their dog on their own. 
 
Our objectives in the post and line prey 
development work are to cultivate 
maximum power and prey drive in an active 
rather than reactive role. We also use this 
work to promote grip technique and to 
teach the dog to both hold and release on 
command. 
 
When working on the post & tie out line for 
prey development the selection of the collar 
is very important. Dogs, excited with the 
stimulation of moving tugs/sacks/ and/or 
bite rolls will pull very hard against the 
collar in order to get it. This often produces 
slight choking, restricting the barking and 
with high drive dogs, they can become light-
headed. To avoid this some handlers will 
revert to wider leather flat collars or even 
harnesses.
 
Flat link collars and leather collars create 
an even pressure point that extends across 
the front of the dog’s neck. While the 
pressure is equal and somewhat dispersed, 
it does form a consistent restriction right 
across the front of the neck.  A harness will 
prevent that and for many handlers that is 
sufficient improvement.
 
At the West Coast club we use the soft 
pinch collar on the dead rings for the post 
and line prey development work. This fact 
frequently provokes interesting discussion 
on several aspects of learning behaviour 
and training philosophies.

The normal (large link) soft pinch collar 
will transfer the pressure on the neck as 
well but at intermittent points of pressure. 
These spaced points of pressure do not 
interfere with breathing. This eliminates 
the choking and dizzying effects and 
restricted barking seen with flat collars.  
The other important concept for us comes 
with the stimulation the pinch collar will 
generate. 
 
The soft pinch collar is  a stimulation 
collar, provoking increases in drive 
caused by combining frustrated prey drive 
and low levels of conflict. This mixture of 
stimulation results in dramatic increases 
in both levels of drive and intensity and 
frequency of barking. 
 

CONFLICT + PREY DRIVE= POWER
 
We do not use the harness because it 
restricts the dog to being successful using 
only its prey drive. (60% of its genetic 
capabilities). Using the soft pinch collar 
brings all of the dimensions of the dog's 
character into play and with this we have 
much more power and energy available to 
us for working and playing. 
 
With extremely driven and older puppies 
we will use the soft pinch to allow them to 
stay in active drive without any negative 
affects at all. We get more drive than with 
any other collar or harness.
 
As with any tie out work, care has to taken 
to ensure the dog does not hit the end of 
the line and receive a severe jolt. Guiding 
them out to the end is the recommended 
method.
 





Successful Selling in
 

the Fraser Valley
 

for almost 40 years

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

 
RE/MAX LifeStyles Realty
Direct phone: 604-467-8881
Direct fax: 604-467-1665
E-mail: hamiltongs@shaw.ca
Web sites: www.stevehamilton.ca

www.gloriahamilton.ca

Steve & Gloria
HAMILTON
 





Invitational Work Week
This annual event fosters the exchange of information between the very best and those 

interested in becoming the very best
 

Seminars, workshops and conferences
Activities held to educate interested people in the responsible ownership of and competition 

with dogs
 

Sport & competition
Events held regularly promoting friendly and healthy competition from the novice to the world 

class competitor
 

West Coast Triple Crown
This event is a series of 3 open competitions combined into a year long event and is in part, 

used to raise funds to support other initiatives.
 

Police service dog squad fund raiser
Combining the support of the community and business with our expertise

 
Team Canada (WUSV) World Championship

Funds raised are used in support of West Coast GSSC Club members and Team Canada
 

to advertise in our 
event catalogs 
or even more

.....................contact us
West Coast German Shepherd SC  c/o     4415 Dawn Dr. Delta BC Canada V4K 4P7

Web:           www.wcgssc.com


